From Ken Dewyn, Executive Director

The inaugural flight of a wheelchair lift at CCS’s secondary
campus created quite a stir the Friday before school started.
Filling the stairwell around the new device that day was a
crowd of curious staff, invested contractors, and hopeful
educational assistants. At the centre was Joel DeBruyn, an
incoming grade 10 student who relies on a wheelchair for his
mobility. Like a seasoned professional, Joel followed the instructions he had just received from a technician: he inserted his own key into the controls, pressed a call button and
the lift hummed into action. Within minutes, he was operating it cooly and effortlessly between floors. His sparkling eyes
and slightly hidden smile betrayed his pleasure in knowing
he could now be a part of Calgary Christian High School.
Continues on page 3
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Announcing this year’s
School Production
CCS is excited to bring back
the musical, Fiddler On the
Roof! Taking place at the
Wright Theatre at Mount Royal
University, with ample parking
and great theatre seating, our
Secondary students will delight you with their performances March 6-9. Tickets will
be available exclusively
through the Mount Royal Box
Office later this year (a perfect
Christmas gift!), details will be
posted on our school website
soon.

Dr. Susan Poelmen

From Palliser Regional Schools News

From an early age Susan Poelman knew exactly what she wanted
to be when she grew up.
Ask her and she’d tell you she was going to be a nursing administrator, just like her mother, Marie. Yet when Poelman shared those
career designs with her role model, Marie challenged her daughter to think about becoming a doctor.
“I would say, ‘I don’t know if I have what it takes.’ But she firmly
believed in me and believed I had what it took to be a doctor,” says
Poelman, a Calgary Christian School graduate and one of two inductees into Palliser Regional Schools’ Wall of Fame for the 20182019 school year.
Thanks to both parents and educators who challenged her – and
perhaps one naysayer – she took to the stage at Palliser’s Opening
Day staff celebration as Dr. Poelman. She was recognized for her
outstanding work in the area of medicine/dermatology.
Touring the halls of Rockyview General Hospital with her mother
as a youngster, Poelman found it an exciting yet comfortable environment. Marie’s love of medicine was contagious and Poelman’s
Grade 10 biology teacher at Calgary Christian School helped further instill an interest in the human body.
“He just made it come to life,” says Poelman, adding Loren
Visscher’s skill as a communicator is evident by the fact she remembers so many analogies he used in the classroom. “He was
just a fascinating, energetic, enthusiastic, young teacher.”
Small classrooms helped students nurture relationships with their
teachers and Visscher was just one of the phenomenal educators
who dominate her memories of Calgary Christian School.
Continues on page 6

Layne Kilbreath
Director of Discipleship & Faith Integration
I spend a lot of time thinking and planning how we
prepare students for life after High School. When I
talk to graduates I hear things like I loved the community, the sports, the band and choir, or the
art. When I ask, how did we do as a Christian School?
I hear things like. "I love how Mr. Abma taught me
about social justice," or "how Ms. Feltham taught me how to compete as a Christian." At times though, I also hear some gracious
challenges. Alumni say things like: I wish I would have learned how
to live and think about topics like creation/ evolution, LGBTQ+, racism and sexism in a biblical context. I write this short article for a
very simple reason. I'd love to hear your answers to the questions
above via email, phone call or, better yet, over a coffee if you live in
Calgary. We know we're not perfect at CCS, but our teachers care
about students, we have a great academic record in our province,
and we're trying to live out our vision statement and help students, teachers and Society staff LEARN, to shape God's world.

Remembrance Day Chapels Nov 9
Secondary 9:45 am and
Elementary 11 am
at Emmanuel CRC
Choral Concert - Dec 12
Middle and High School Choirs
perform at 7pm
Gr 4-6 Christmas Concert Dec 18
Bethany Chapel 7pm

Lkilbreath@calgarychristianschool.com
403-242-2896 ext 342

CCS is deeply grateful for the $45,000 private grant, and more
than $11,000 in other personal contributions received into the new
Accessibility Fund supporting the lift’s purchase and installation.
The CSCE ( Calgary Society for Christian Education) invested additional capital to install a ramp in the basement and add accessible
washrooms. Together, these improvements remove long-standing
barriers and provide access throughout the building. Not only will
Joel enjoy the experience of CCS, but so too will other parents,
grandparents, future students and community members who just
needed a way to navigate the building’s multiple floors. We are
also thankful for the dedication of the team that ensured the lift
was operable by September. This
includes our contractors, vendors,
architects, inspectors, and summer
workforce who – in spite of obstacles
and setbacks – made it happen.

CCS Carnival, Celebrating
Cultural Diversity
Join us at the Secondary Campus on November 16 from 5– 8
pm. There will be a bake sale,
concession, performances on
the world stage, food samples,
items from around the world
and more.

“The artists who created the ‘Cal-Gal’ mural
were inspired by
blending realism,
abstract color, and
symbols.”

During the Experiential Learning week last year, 10 students
created 3 murals based on the
theme of "Place". The three
artists, Alison, Alyssa and
Keziah, created the "Cal-Gal"
mural were inspired by blending realism, abstract color, and
symbols. They chose to paint a
realistic feminine face as the
core of the composition and
then incorporated symbols
and imagery of what Calgary is
to them. You will see images
of Calgary icons, such as
Peter's Drive-in, the Flames,
and the Calgary Stampede.
These three artists all embrace
detail and had the patience to
tackle a large and intricate
piece like this!

Grade 3 Class delivering donated items to pantry

Carrie Vandermeer and Heather Thompson
CCS Elementary Teachers
As we walk together to transform lives in Jesus’ name, we continue our Teaching for Transformation (TfT) journey by weaving
throughlines into all we learn and do, as well as creating learning
experiences that focus on serving communities within and outside
of our school. Throughlines such as Community Building, Servant
Working, and God Worshipping help us reflect on how we should
live our lives.
Our Grade 3 classes host an annual food drive supporting the food
pantry at the church next door. Our students are learning about
community building as this pantry helps people in our own neighbourhood. They show love by reflecting God's image to our community! The Grade 5 students become image reflectors and community builders by partnering with Brown Bagging for Calgary's
Kids. They create snack bags which are donated to a local school in
need. These snacks are used at the school to give to hungry children who come to school with no lunches. They learn how to be
justice seekers; every child deserves to have food!
When connecting these throughlines to our daily lives we can
learn to be a transforming force, using bold, God-given qualities as
we learn, to shape God’s world.

Carlos and Kimberley

What I really appreciate about my CCS education is the way we were
exposed to a variety of experiences and subjects. I was encouraged to
write creatively, read and analyze newspaper stories, write a mock resume and budget, I went on a trip to Bamfield Marine Station, tried
weight lifting, squash, curling, etc. and learned about the world beyond Canada. I didn’t realize it at the time, but I was well-equipped for
the ‘real world’. For example, when I went to Calvin College in the U.S., I
was surprised at how much more I knew than most of my American
classmates about subjects like the Vietnam War, the USSR and other
important world history.
There were years in my 20’s and 30’s when I wandered far away from
my faith, including a bad marriage. My mom died in 1995, my marriage
ended a decade later. Thankfully, God is faithful, even when we are not!
Through an Alpha class in 2004, I began to seek a relationship with
Jesus Christ in a way I never had before. As I reconnected with my
faith, I began to recall things about the Bible that I had learned growing up (including at CCS).

Our Elementary students will
be hosting a Grandparent and
Seniors Tea on Monday,
November 26 at 1:30-2:45pm.
All our students will participate
either through song, poem or
serving our special guests!
A RSVP is required so please
follow the link on the front of
our website or phone:
403.242.2896 ext. 352, starting
Nov 14.

My career has been quite eclectic. I have worked in Human Resources
in meat and poultry processing plants, been a Church Administrator,
and a Missionary. I am currently an Office Manager for a Free Clinic
(providing medical care for low-income adults who do not have health
insurance). Having had an education where I learned to think creatively and to do more than just ‘regurgitate’ information helped me to
adapt to many different jobs.
My husband, Carlos, and I met in the Dominican Republic in 2011
where I was a missionary with Students International for 3 years. Last
year my Dad died and we started to look at what we were doing with
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Another was Desiree Francisco, a Calgary Christian French teacher Poelman chose to introduce her at the Wall of
Fame ceremony. The advanced French tutelage the “super enthusiastic” teacher provided helped Poelman
cruise through university French classes. It also helped her land a very competitive residency position at McGill
University in Montreal, where a proficiency in French was paramount.
“It was because of this woman, and God’s grace, that I was able to achieve the unachievable, to get this highly
sought after residency position in dermatology,” she says.
Poelman also credits – in a backhand fashion – a career counsellor in college who tried to steer her away from
medicine. She still updates him via email every time she receives a new accolade in the hope he will realize the
error in his ways.

“It was because of this woman, and God’s grace, that I was able to achieve the
unachievable, to get this highly sought after residency position in dermatology.”
Susan Poelmen

“If someone tells you that you can’t, it’s kind of energizing because you want to prove them wrong,” says Poelman. “There will be naysayers. There will be adversity. There will be trials, but that shouldn’t stop you from pursuing your goals.”
Dr. Poelman has been practicing medicine as a dermatologist for nine years and currently works in private practice in Calgary. She has a special interest in skin cancer, is the director of the Southern Alberta Pigmented Lesions
clinic, and lectures at local, national and international meetings.
The full story located at www.pallisersd.ab.ca/about-us/news/post/wall-of-fame-inductee-answers-the-challenge

our lives. My dad lived out his faith by serving with the Christian Reformed Church as a Home Missionary and
Pastor. We felt God calling us to pursue full-time missions once more. God has opened a door with Resonate
Global Mission in the Dominican Republic, starting in November. We will be helping to equip local pastors and
church leaders in some of the poorest areas of the country. We believe that a Gospel-based church is a healthy
church, and that healthy churches can help transform communities.
As faith missionaries, we need partners in prayer and finances. We invite the CCS community to take a look at
our information and hope you will pray about partnering with us. While we are around 3,200km away, we would
love to chat by email, phone or Skype with anyone who might like to learn more.

For those who want to check out more or would like to financially support Kimberley and her husband, check
out Resonate info at https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/belez
Or follow Carlos and Kimberley's new blog: http://belezblog.blogspot.com/

Our website has a new look and new blog

Sixth Annual Alumni
Sports Tournament!
A new blog can be found on the CCS website where we share stories and experiences that celebrate what it means to belong to the
Calgary Christian School community! We'll bring you behind the
scenes and show you just a glimpse of the MANY ways our students,
staff, alumni and friends shape the world with God's love and joyful,
serving hearts. It is our hope that you are drawn in to the CCS
community where you too can learn, belong and become.

Join us as a participant (open
to alumni and families, current
parents and students, 15 years
of age or older) or come and
cheer on our teams! It's a
great weekend for the CCS
Community!
Basketball - Friday, December
28 - afternoon

We are grateful to Mr. Fritschy who is filling a large role, leaving retirement and serving as our Interim Principal at our Secondary Campus. You may remember Harry Fritschy as a Principal of both our
Elementary and Secondary Schools from 2002 until
2014. He then went on to accept the role of Principal at Kate Andrews until his retirement in
2017. Calgary Christian is actively searching for a
replacement Principal to begin for the 2019/20
school year and trust that God will provide the right
person to carry the vision and mission of CCS.

“It is quite a privilege to be back at CCS. I am enjoying connecting with students and remembering what they were like
when I was in the Elementary campus. Staff and parents are
wonderful to work with. Indeed to be in an environment
where one has complete freedom to speak and live one's
faith is indeed a privilege not to be taken for granted. Praise
be to our Lord. “
Harry Fritschy

Volleyball - Saturday, December 29 - all day (concession
open!)
Contact our Alumni Liaison,
Karen Dees, for more information!
kdees@calgarychristianschool.
com

403-242-2896
info@calgarychristianschool.com
5029 26 Avenue SW Calgary AB. T3E 0R5

New van wrapped with our new logo is ready to transport students

After 7 months of debate and development, our new brand was
unveiled during the Society's Annual General Meeting in May 2018.
Initial responses to the logo, which features new color pairings and
a lack of traditional Christian imagery, were surprised but positive. According to the steering committee, the move away from
conventional faith-based images was to prevent assumptions being made about our school at first glance. Instead, the logo now
invites those who encounter it to ask what it means. This provides
an opportunity for us to share more deeply who we are and what
we do at CCS. (see the logo interpretation below) In addition to the
logo, the rebranding process identified the values we share as a
school community and a new tagline to summarize our purpose.
These new brand elements can now be seen on our schools signs,
letterhead, in our stories, on business cards, throughout advertising, and promptly on display on the school's 24 passenger shuttle
bus. Combined, these fresh elements help us to continue sharing
our story better!
The large letter C in our logo stands for Calgary,
Christian and Christ, who is at the centre of all
we do. The compass needle represents the
journey of faith and our need for the Lord’s
direction in our lives. Our goal is to equip each
of our students with the navigational skills to
align their lives with God’s purposes.

God at the Centre
Worship, Bible & Prayer
Faith is for owning
Participating in God’s eternal purpose
Life Is Better Together
A place to feel at home
Intentional relationships
The loving hands of Christ
A community to become part of
Learning for All of Life
Expansive education
Academic achievement
Artistic expression
Social & emotional development
Physical fitness
Spiritual character
Serve Generously
Our founding families
Eager desire to contribute
Exuberant generosity
Keep Reaching Higher
Blessed with growth
We still have far to go
Setting goals & assessing progress
Life Is for Celebrating!
Life is a gift from God
Smiles & joy abound
A celebratory spirit
Humour & personality

Branding elements developed in collaboration with Identicor and
Tiller Digital
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